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han Halle Barry hald ber Bagt Actress
O=scar at the Tath Academy Swards last
March for her rale in Mensters Hail, she
knew she was in the midst of a kestory
making rmament “What it means o othser
wiormen of colar is just as impartant as what
Il rrs2ams o me,” 2he said, 1L means we are
findimg that new day that Docathy
Dandridgs never got to ses.”

Shll, she does admit i was surreal at the sames e, 7 Hhink |
hind an out-ol-body experence,” Hatle says,  This is an indepand-
ent mgwe £hat | thought would nod get nobiced in hal weg | just
hopad that it wauld ged ciher direciors tn see ma dédferantly. What
| hoped when [ got the role was to get people talking, 1o draw peo
ple to the theater (o get the message

But what she -:|l3| was 5 much mare. Mo Hatle can write P
oam boket in Holbwood and actually see menies come 1o life
because her name is stached to the project. That's a ol fow
tiresses-iel alore an Alncan Armerican aciress-ever gel 1o play

Halle has dacided 1o follow-ip hiar Dscar by starr g Ir Il fEv
Sand movie Dée Another Day with Feerce Brosnan |out Moy 21] and
rewving her rode as Storm in the X-Men sequed due out naxt pear

Says Plerce: “It's a mach semipler stary this tme. You can
actually follow the plat!™

And, despade all the rumors fo the contrary, Halle will not
chare a Lesban Kiss wih Madonna [Sarry guys. Madonna will
make 3 Cameo ”'".'ll.iqh' Halke wiil be weanng an Ursula
Andress-l&ke retro bikini in 3 rols described as. "4 sart of a
lemaole Bond.” Halls wan't say much sbout the role ecceps that
her character “ling & “supersecure In her sexdality and
E:Irem—_ﬁl:,- ||'||-|_-I|l|g|:ll'|l;

That sounds a lot like the suparstar herself, who chose to
do the rough and raw sexual scenes with Billy Bob Thorton in
Monsters Ball, ewen though she knew it could backfire with
crilsis, Because she belived Lhe move Rad 80 imparianl slary
ta tell. But she wasn't always 5o feaarlass. There was a fime
she says, when this former prom queen and honor student
thawght i was more iImpartant @ fullitl the role athers had
decided for her.

“Im thi past, il I'd have 1o haar was nude scens and |'d say,
Dan’t send me that,” she says. Tm sure | passed up wandor
il seripls thal | rever read because | knew they required nudity,
| warked hard i omy Lie 1o be whal people wanbed. | was
nbsessad with wanting approwal. 5o many black people wauld
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approach me and say, My da
papetes (o be like vou Stay posilve. So
I'd try 1o ssay that way. | theught that it
| ehid misdity, 'l et thissm dowin gnid send
the wrong message to those girls. But
then | realized d's nof my b 1o raise
hose giris,”

Thg FUrming point seermssd o Come
after marmying singer Erc Benet and
leadl:ig secure in @ relationship for the
first Eoree, after so many dsappaint
ments, includng fer hugely pubbcized
diveree from hase ball star David Jushce

e social miliew al this courmtry @ that
nudity = wrong or bad,” she says
“Finally, with Swardlich [iwhere she was
Iopless for the first timed my husband
said, Wiy are vou alraid of this? Are you
embarrassed about your body? | said
no. So he s, What's the problem™
Wher | leid him people expected some-
Ifing exfarent from me, he gaid | shouid
dowehad | warded bo da, ~ He also tald me
b btk armind Gur hause E'ﬂ:l"'.l o al
art s of the naked form. And you boughs
it all, he s=aed, And | realized | was alioeang whal pecple thowght
of e o stop me.”

There were other moments along the lne thal camvinced her
1o start bving for hersel!. Success and salf-confidence came with
har porirayal of IJr.n:.-'.b-,- Damd idge an HBO. wheeh won Fer an
Efrirriy &nd & Delden Globse award

But there was slso the husmaliaban of heing 1 buil of endless
jekes atier the February 2000 car accident that helped her to finally
decide that shi had 1o start lving for herself [she was lined $13.500
and senbenisd b 200 how= of communiy service ard sebiled out
of court @ cril wuit filed by the ather drivar, alter she plaaded no
cantest to-a hif-ard-ren charge alter she allegedty ran a md light
in hier Charey Blagur and struck arather carl

"Peapls haughl the ‘wors] you cowtd think aboul me then=and
my life carriad an aryway, That was the slart al me besrg feleased
Irerm that need to be liked. Peopie still make jokes about it but
I'm not Eha hirst person to have a profdam e ths—and | won'l
b thee |l | kavd ko learn wha | was and not ook to other peopla
1o wabsdale mm, | Enow wihd | eemv—and thals whad = sraartant.”

It was thad stidede that finally led 1o the mole of Letica
Hun;m-ﬂc in Mansfers Ball, buf she had actually l=en preparing
all heer Lite, | drewe an s 1od ol paindul things fram my pereonal Lite,”
she smps.  Bome am really private, but one theng that conraciad
me 1o Letina was thal | was rarsed by a single mom who strug
gled 1o raise bao childeen by horsalf

dern in Cleveland, Uhio, Halle was o young child of & whan she
urdersiood that all weas not vaall in the maer 1age o har Froem Jisdy
and dad Jerome. & vaakent alooholic, he beal his wife and lett Judy
I raisa Halle and sisiar Haidi alore bvan migh alveaye lived the
frnerican Dream.” My lifes been flled with greal highs and graat
ow's, and has certanly ol Deen withoul s1nhe, st ""ET'II'" and pain,
: wE, My 5lRer was sn alcchalic and wery abusssa, | want 1o
belicve my tather was good. My mom souldn 't have marresd hire
atherwise, and she 1S the gueen al my uriserse.” Halle still does
'L speak to ber father, oven though he is reportedly wany il [She
50 hag 3 Brained redabonship weth her sister. "We fought a fal.
Wie don't now, but part of me fosls that we never recowered frem
tha adolescent ywears, | moved Sy Iroem bome a1 =aich a young
&ge that the relationship nevar guite repaired itsalf”|

argl despite racim in schaal, Halle, the overachiever, still
frénag=a Ao become class |1r|:l-'.i:1r-r'. and edilor ol her sochool
nEwspapar AR Mas Ohio, she wes runnes-up in the 1984 Miss USA
pageart and was the first African-Amercan o represant her coun-
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Ery at the Miss ‘World contest, That, com
Eired wih rmsdeling, helped hee WEnd
feer forsk role n the TV drama Knof's
Earding

It vwasry | urdil her portrayal of a crack
addict in Spike Lees 1591 Alm Jungls
Fever, thal producers began 1o =8 up
ard ke notice of Halle. Her caresr has
besn an & Sleady upswing ever sinoe
But Halle has always said shs has faced
Pwi ohisiacles in her career_racism and
Fagsr Bspsgribetul looks.

Even though most women would
traoe faces wibh b
hers said that 1 often kas led poople o
Ealioye hat she cand lake on lousgh

in g Magrilbegl, she

T e L b Pepere i b T, ™ she sa4s
1t Likie serping thal anly good (hings hap-
pen ta predhy people, Nee cartanty had my
latr Bhiare of fhé @la, and iy looks
harenn't atfected thal cne bit. 'm fighting
Bl Hese silerd ballles. Beng black, oo, |
find I'm 5ot of ina gray aea. For Latica
[in Moraters Balll, | heard fhings b,
Well, maybe sho ien't quite bBlack srcugh” Sometimses | leel like &
hiig Ireak ™

Thal wasn't the firsl bme Halla's managar wnoent Cirmncane
has heard the arpument esthes.  The stid] people wauld say 1o s
you wouldn't beliewe.” he says, “When Halle was up for Singly
Business” im 1991, they didn't wanl her al fest, They said she was-
n't black enough, that she should got a tan! Thay hired somecne
plag, and im 1he and they dropped her ard camns bBack and Rined
Halke. I've had 1o fight ard vell, and N mada a kot of enemies

For har part. Halle has alvimys hesrd (hal groving up &5 8
hi-racsst wornan. But she decided sarly on whal she wias, | seg
pacgle on falk shows wiho @ misd, and they $&&m very con-
lumed. Sure | got called "zebra’ and ‘Oroo cockiia’ in school—overy
|itgle b pets Feased Ut | fherk it s heallly 1o deode il you're
ane or the cther—no one wants 1o ke in tha middia, Tt
dacided aarty Thal | was black.”

Halle =ays her mother, Judih prepared her to cope "My
mather 15 very lcugh,” Mo, Berry says. She I_||_|'J|-' e when | was
little that N her daughier, 'm hall white, but when vou leses this
hipuise peaphs will Fasiume vl re BLeEk &5 v |l be discrirminabed
afjairal. 50 accepl being black, embrace it She said i | fight it |
wall hawe & battie with tham and a baltle mside mysell

Feora. Ehis proud, blsck ackress Knoiss she can do whatewer sho
wWants in b lile—and casmeer, 1575 greal that 1.can go Trorm & madvie
like foresters Ball, which m sa reality-based, and then go do a
mnie Lke James Bong which i5 58 fanilz c-Dased,” she savs. |
wicnildn 'l wanl 1o do Moesters Ball every bme ouf, Mor weould |
wantl a Bond' mdia ey Time, aithar. 5o thal's (he oy, tram one
gtreme to the next. Hopolully, after Bond and X Men 2 | will be
ahle to find ancther chiaracter as well-writlen and well-rounded
a4 Ledicia.... |t would atso be greal to play a bad girl.” she conlin-
uis. I've nemar done that an lilm bedare. 'We can'l be bad in e
Youget in trouble and go 1o jail. So i would be a thrill b do things
n & surreal weorld, with Lads ol hghibng and bad-a<s sull, | dont
da that im life

CENl daesaile Bing an am unbaleable high & e career, Halls
2 making the rmoet of the mamend, Knowine IF wan't Last forover

I'm aware of & real double stendard aboul hee alleacive
wornen and men aclors are seen lo be as they age,” she says
When I'm in my &5 and 5{s, | really see mysell in & diflesens
lilesiyte than making movies. | want o have a famity. I'mi hoping
fo gt oul ol the movie BLisiress Before gravety (nkes 5 hold of
vy tEceE. AE
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